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Welcome to the second newsletter of 2016. It has been a busy two and a half months since the last 

newsletter so there is plenty to report on and an exciting programme of events coming up for the 

summer. There are two dressage shows and two jumping shows just for members. They are held in the 

Paxtons’ field and an ideal chance to have a bit of friendly competition. For those who have not been to 

one before, the level ranges from the most inexperienced riders and/or horses to our much more 

confident members. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to have a go. Later in the summer we have a 

Combined Training competition (dressage and show jumping) and a Trec taster event. If you don’t want 

to compete, just come along to watch. 

 

In the newsletter you will find reports from the activities we have been involved in during the past two 

and a half months including team events. These are followed by the competition and training 

programmes for the summer. Members only competitions are friendly and low key. All are encouraged 

to have a go. Our training is aimed at riders of all levels. You are asked to tell us the level you and your 

horse are at and we match groups accordingly. 

 

As usual, we are looking for people to help on the day of shows. We have had plenty of offers to help set 

up the day before but still need helpers on the day. If you can help on any of our show days please let 

us know via the club email wrc2014secretary@gmail.com  

 

IMPORTANT NOTICES FROM BRITISH RIDING CLUBS: 
 

New information is on the website - please make sure you take a look. 
 
Hat Rules: http://www.brcarea12.org.uk/archives/4150 
 
Fence Judge Guidelines: http://www.brcarea12.org.uk/archives/4155 
 
Important Info re Insurance: http://www.brcarea12.org.uk/archives/4158 
 
Summer Dressage and SJ Schedule and Entry Form: http://www.brcarea12.org.uk/summer-dressage 
 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM WRC CHAIRMAN, CAROLINE LOWES 
I have just returned from a wonderful week in the Lake District so haven't ridden for at least 9 days, 

which must be a record for me! 

 

We had originally planned to take horses up and ride in the fells but, very sadly, David's lovely big grey, 

Finn, had an injury and had to be put down, which was an awful blow for both of us.  I think replacing 

him will be almost impossible. 

 

Now we have the summer to look forward to and I hope you will support all the things we have planned 

for you.  The jumps are up in the Paxtons' field - we have already had one session there with Michael 

van Houben - and it is lovely to be able to ride on grass again. 

 

The Dressage and Show Jumping Area competition is coming up at Chard on Sunday 26 June.  This year 

there will be new Regional Championships at Hartpury on 20 August - no need to travel all those miles 

to Lincoln - and I do hope people will come forward to represent Witheridge.  Please check out the 

schedule on the Area 12 website and contact Tamsin if you are interested. 

 

Meanwhile, have a happy summer with your horses. 

 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS IN 2016 

Suzi Atkinson, Maisie Atkinson (J), Christian Atwell, Demelza Barnes, Amy Bolt (J), Belinda Clare, Gina 

Curtis, Genevieve Davis, Samantha Fretwell, Rachel Forster, Amelia Green, Judith Kitchen, Angela Ley, 

Felicity Mann, Charlotte Middleton, Andy and Jenny Miller, Carolyn Osman, Adela Robinson, Nicola 

Routledge, Nicki Trump, Lesley Warren. 
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Summer programme dates WRC competitions in red, training in blue 
 

Date Activity  

Sun June 5th Silverton ODE & Rising Stars dressage 

Tues June 7th  Flatwork with Judith Kitchen BHSII 

Fri June 10th  WRC Dressage competition – members only in Paxtons’ 

field 

Sun June 12th  Area 12 Horse Trials 

Wed June15th  Show jumping Michael van Houben 

Sat Jun 18th  WRC Show Jumping competition – members only in 

Paxtons’ field 

Mon 20th June Flatwork with Judith Kitchen BHSII 

Sat Jun 25th  Treborough BE & 

Area 12 summer dressage and Show Jumping Sun June 26th  

Sat July 2nd  Team Quest 

Tues July 5th  Flatwork with Judith Kitchen BHSII 

Sat July 9th  Bicton BE 

Sun July 10th  

Sat July 16th  WRC Dressage competition – members only in Paxtons’ 

field 

Thurs July 21st  X-Country with Tim Cheffings 

Fri July 22nd  WRC Show Jumping competition – members only in 

Paxtons’ field 

Sun July 31st  Combined Training Show – Paxtons’ field  

Sat Aug 6th  Tiverton Horse Show 

Sun Aug 7th  Team Quest 

Sat 20th Aug Dressage and Show jumping regional Championships 

Sat 20th Aug Flatwork with Irene Perrett 

Sat Aug 27th  Treborough BE 

Sun Aug 28th  

Wed 31st Aug Flatwork with Irene Perrett 

Sat 17th Sept Flatwork with Irene Perrett 

 

This includes WRC competitions up to the end of July. We are also planning a Trec taster day for later 

in the summer and a social Bar-B-Que. See the full training programme later in the newsletter for 

further details and news of Dressage to Music training. 

  



What’s been happening? 

MARCH 

BD Quest Club March 2016 

This is a team and individual competition for people who are not yet affiliated to British Dressage but 

want to try at that level. Teams include riders at Intro, Prelim, Novice and Elementary. If you are 

interested in being involved contact Julia Beggs at juliabeggs@operamail.com  

The Grange  

 Our BD Quest Clubbers “Cool, Calm & Not Collected” team (Emma, Debbie, Beth and Tamsin) had a 

brilliant time at their first outing at The Grange EC. Despite being the only Team Quest team this time 

they thoroughly deserved their 1st place rosettes with great scores. Also, Tamsin & Sheen were 1st and 

Beth & Harry 4th individually in their Novice class. And Tamsin & Sheen 1st, Debbie & Meg 2nd and 

Emma & Winnie 4th individually in the Pick Your Own long arena class. Plus, Tamsin and Debbie gained 

rosettes for their My Quest wins. Well done team “Cool, Calm & Not Collected”!  Unfortunately our other 

team, the “Withy Woopsies”, were unable to make this mid-week competition. 

Bicton College  

 Well done to our BD Quest Clubbers at Bicton College!  Particularly for braving the wild and windy 

weather conditions!  For the Team Quest section "Cool, Calm & Not Collected" (Debbie, Tamsin & Emma) 

came 1st, and the "Withy Whoopsies" (Sally & PG, Kerry & Paddy, Julia & Flame and Marianne & Fiddler) 

came 2nd. There were 3 teams so we had some competition this time! Also, for the individual My Quest 

section our members gained points for the regional leaderboard with some very good scores. Julia, 
Debbie, Tamsin and Emma were first in the Intro, Prelim, Novice and Elementary classes respectively. 

Inter-Club Rising Stars Dressage at The Conquest Centre on Bank Holiday Monday 
28th March 2016 

Rising Stars teams are made up of riding club members who are not normally part of club teams but 

want to have a go. There are Rising Stars in dressage and show jumping. If you are interested contact 

Cindy Somerville at cindy.somerville@metoffice.gov.uk 

Our Rising Stars dressage teams were rather depleted due to early / late times and quite lengthy time 

gaps so after initially having two teams of 4 we unfortunately ended up with just a team of 3 for the 

Prelim class in which we came 4th - Tamsin & Pakama were 1st in their section and Marianne & Fiddler 

were 5th in their section with Anne & Florence just missing out on the placings. Tamsin and Anne also 

rode in the open Intro class and finished 1st & 2nd individually. Thank-you very much to Cindy who had 
the tricky role of team manager. Well done ladies! 

 

Poles for the very nervous and Gridwork with Mary Baillie, Sundays 13th and 20th 

March 
 
Following a request from members we introduced some training for people who really did not want to 

jump more than 6 inches. In fact some of our jumping sessions do start very small but the fact that this 

promised not to go more than the very smallest jump brought out a different group of people – either 

the very nervous or those on very green horses. There were also sessions of grid work for those wanting 

to do a bit more. We hope to hold more of these sessions later in the summer. 
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British Riding Clubs Area 12 Combined Training Competition 
 

On 25 March, we ran the Area (which included the Qualifier for the National Championship) Combined 

Training Competition (dressage and show jumping) at Pontispool.  We were blessed with wonderful 

weather (unlike the next day when they had horizontal rain and sleet for their ODE) which put everyone 

in a sunny mood and we had NO complaints! Exeter and District RC qualified for the Seniors and Sid + 

Otter Valley RC for the Juniors. We had super feedback from the competitors who particularly commented 

on how friendly and helpful our stewards and helpers were.  So, a round of applause please to our 

wonderful helpers: 

Maggi Woodward, David Lowes (not a member but drafted in for the dreaded scoring as the usual Area 

12 team couldn't do it), Sarah Midwinter,  Nicki Trump, Cindy Somerville, Becky Smith, Julia Beggs, Lisa 

Manley, Helen Goff, Jillie Straker, Nicola Moon, Celia Bellamy,  Tamsin O’Connor and Steve Barrett, 

Sharon Routley, Di Sealey, Carolyn Day, Mary Baillie, Gillian Millman, Lucy Coffin, Ros Bolt, Miriam May, 

Stanice Watts, Frances King, Marianne Holton, Charlotte Murray, Naomi Dekker, Debbie Dyke, and Jane 

Phillips. I am so sorry if I have left anyone off the list, but you were all MARVELLOUS and the feeling of 

team spirit was great!  A special thank you to Maggi and David who put in weeks of preparation 

beforehand.  We were congratulated by the Area Steward on how well it ran and that is all thanks to 

your help.   

That was the good news.  The bad news is that we have offered to run it again next year! 

 

 

APRIL 

Karen Whiston: Dressage with Poles and In-hand Training 
Sunday April 3rd at Little Mogworthy. Rackenford 
 

Thanks to Heidi and Jo Bates for hosting these 2 sessions and the jumping with Mary Baillie last month. 

 

We had Karen Whiston come to do a full days training in Heidi's lovely school, showing us some new 

ways to improve our horses’ way of going.  

The first sessions were 'Dressage with Poles' which proved to be challenging and quite demanding as we 

tackled straightness and suppleness all at the same time!  Karen worked hard to show us new ways of 

improving our own riding and it was surprising the difference even small changes made to the way our 

horses went! 

Her second sessions were 'in-hand' work, which was very useful for young or nervous horses.  It was 

really interesting to try out several manoeuvres such as how to move the shoulders and how to engage 

and move the quarters whilst still being in control!  Then she set up some obstacles, similar to those 

found in Trec training.  The most popular one was getting the horse to walk over a large plastic 'lake' - 

with her help, all the horses did it under control!   

 

Musical Ride with Michael van Houben April 9th at Little Mogworthy. Rackenford 
This was pure fun - eight horses, all in the arena together, none of us knowing what they would make 

of it or what we doing! Michael just carried on as if it was all perfectly do - able, which it did actually 

turn out to be!  We were soon doing synchronized moves, circling and weaving with our partners, all 

vaguely in unison!   

He is a great teacher, giving us the confidence to do a final musical ride to music, which can be seen on 
the club Facebook page or YouTube https://youtu.be/2ac3dJicCk0.  It was hugely enjoyable and very 

satisfying to see what can be done when you are having fun! 

 

WRC Dressage at Wellbeck EC on Sunday 17th April 2016. 

The first of our competitions for 2016. See the end of the newsletter for results 

 The club had a lovely day at Wellbeck Equestrian Centre. We had perfect weather and all the horses 

were beautifully turned out, and very well behaved.  There was a lovely quiet and calm atmosphere, and 

members caught up with friends. Some of us rode the new Preliminary 2 test, which was interesting. I 

found it hard to learn, but actually was quite nice to ride.  I watched the Novice 24, which seemed very 
complicated to learn and remember and even harder to call out! 

  

https://youtu.be/2ac3dJicCk0


Special thanks to our judge, Jodie Culpin, our writers, Liz and Jillie, and Suzanne for scoring and 

helping to feed the helpers. And to Mum, Rowena, for acting as secretary, and making sandwiches and 

cake for the team. A special well done to Tamsin for winning 4 red and 2 blue rosettes on 3 different 

horses.  I also thank my pony, Roxie, who not only won a 1st and 4th rosette, but was there, patiently 

from 9am until 3.30pm.  And well done to our other class winners Sally Hyde and Ros Fisher-

Smith.  Ros also won a fabulous rosette for Veteran Rider. Just a shame we did not have very many 

entries this year, but hopefully we will see more of you next year at this super venue.  

Sophie Marshall. 

 

Witheridge Riding Club Camp 2016, WRC Stockland Lovell Camp .  April 19th. - 

22nd 

 
We have run camp at Stockland Lovell for several years now. It is a great venue and good fun. Two 

members have sent their reflections on camp – Alicia who has been coming to camp for several years 

and Jennie who is a relatively new member and had not been to camp before. 

 

Well full of excitement and welcoming release from being a Mum, a groom, a wife, not to mention working 

for a living and planning my elder daughter's wedding too, I arrived at Stockland Lovell for my four days 

of "playing ponies" with great company. On arrival Ellie greeted me and we had a catch up about last 

year. She checked that I had the right horse for my passport! She then helped me unload and settle 

Delta in to her stable. Delta was soon happily munching hay and pleased to be next to two of her friends. 

I found my accommodation in a converted barn and met up with Celia, Nicola Kim, Kate and Tamsin. 

Lovely to see the stalwarts, Claire and Caroline, there again this year. It feels a little like a family reunion! 

We also welcomed some new comers to the camp this year, Jennie, Rebecca, Leah, Leslie and Di. We all 

joined in the celebrations for the Queen's birthday toasting Her Majesty in great style with Prosecco - if 

maybe a little too much Celia? It was the Queen's fault for having her birthday that day and encouraging 

us to celebrate! 

The food again was great and the showers lovely and warm, very necessary for the aches and strains of 

the older rider!!!!!!! Oh I nearly forgot the riding the reason why we were there! Well as always the 

lovely Jo Roberts was brilliant and Eddie was there to teach as well. We had some great lessons 

concentrating on dressage, XC on the newly refurbished and quite challenging XC course as well as Show 

jumping in the all-weather arena. The equestrian facilities are up to standard and we were lucky with 

the weather so we could take full advantage of everything on offer! Some of us chose not to jump or go 

XC and decided to have some lovely hacks across the headlands. Anything goes and you can choose 

whatever you like. Flexibility is the order of the four days! 

It was a great short break and all of us improved with our riding and gained confidence in our skills. Now 

back to earth with a plonk! Must go and get my Mother of the Bride outfit sorted! Can’t wait until next 

year! Hope to see you there? Alicia 

 
As two newcomers arriving at camp, slightly nervous, we quickly found the venue to be brilliant. 

Welcoming, easy to use, with the indoor barn stabling where everything was on hand. 

Thanks, at that point, to the other club members for their helpful tips and friendliness, we really were 

helped to fit in and feel part of this long established group. Another great reason to give camp a try is 

the easy going atmosphere, enjoyable meals and unexpectedly good catering. This was comfortable 

camp not camping! 

 

As for the riding, the small group instruction with flat work, grid work, show jumping and cross country 

gave an interesting mix to choose from. Jo Roberts showed a special patience and tact with riders trying 

to extend their usual comfort zone or, like us, who haven't had much instruction since our own far away 

pony club days. Jo and Ed gave us some clear simple exercises to take home for schooling. Lesley and I 

even fitted in two lovely hacks along the farm headlands with swallows dive bombing the horses. 

Then there were the extras: a hands-on session with Nikki Routledge, a McTimoney practitioner who had 

us all exploring our horses’ tight spots. Also Fiona Crawford, an equine photographer, spent the day 

accompanying us with her camera. Afterwards it was impossible to resist a memento of camp.  

 

Thanks to Maggi for her time and trouble organising camp. I, for one, am hooked and hope to go again 

next year.     Jennie 

 

  



MAY 
 
The summer training programme is well under way – see later in the newsletter for further plans. We 

have already had one of the show jumping sessions with Michael van Houben at the Paxtons’ field and a 

XCountry session with him at Southcot XCountry course. 

 

WRC Dressage at Downe Farm on Sunday 1st May 2016. 

Another good day of friendly dressage competition at Downe Farm. The competition was held indoors 

but there was warm up on grass and at one end of the indoor school. For some reason this competition 

was not as well supported as previous years. Sadly only one couple competed in the pairs and the other 

tests had only a few riders. Nonetheless, it was a good day and a really good place to bring out young 

or inexperienced horses. 

It was good to see Mary Paxton competing again after her foot operation and lengthy recuperation. Well 

done to her as she won both her classes. Hermione Perry’s Lia was back competing again after a lay off 

and she brought her young Welsh cob, Kati, and did really well with her. Congratulations to Debbie Dyke 

who won the Prelim with her relatively new horse and to Lisa Manley whose Will is looking really good 
and won the novice. 

Many thanks to the Cheffings for the loan of the indoor school and to Jan Hamilton who organised the 

day very efficiently. Thanks also to Jane Penfold and Irene Perrett who judged. And we couldn’t have run 
it without the added assistance of helpers Catherine Milward, Amelia Green. 

See the end of the newsletter for results  

 

BIOMECHANICS, MUSCLES AND THE MASTERSON METHOD with Jane Penfold, May 

3rd 

On the 3rd May, Jane Penfold held a fascinating demonstration of a relatively new therapy for horses – 

The Masterson Method. After an initial discussion of the kind of stress the horse’s muscles are put under 

when we ride (and a reminder that horses are not designed to be ridden!), Caroline’s very obliging ex 

racehorse Noel was brought out for the demo. Having completed a BE90 the day before Noel was a 

deserving recipient of this relaxing and gentle therapy. Jane explained how lightly she was putting her 

hands on Noel to stay below the brace threshold (apologies to Jane if that’s the wrong term!); in other 

words Noel didn’t have to his muscles to brace against the pressure of massage. This meant he was able 

to completely relax and release any tension. Jane explained how to recognise the signs of tension release 

and allowed some eager volunteers to give it a go themselves. By the end of the session, Noel was 

noticeably relaxed and looked like he’d happily have fallen asleep where he stood! Tea and biscuits were 

served after the demo and gave us all a chance for a bit more discussion. Many thanks to Jane for giving 

up her time and to Caroline for hosting. 

 

IMPROVE YOUR RIDING POSITION WITH RUSSELL GUIRE AND CENTAUR 
BIOMECHANICS  Downe Farm Event Centre, Witheridge. Thursday May 19th  

This was the second visit of Russell Guire to the club. As before it was a fascinating and really worthwhile 

day both for riders and audience. Unfortunately it was booked last year and we inadvertently chose the 

same day as Devon County Show. It is such a simple concept but powerful in its impact. The rider wears 

a jacket with yellow lines that highlight posture and alignment. Russell also places white blobs on the 

cantle of the saddle and your horse’s spine and top of tail. You are then videoed on the centre line and 

on a circle. Russell assesses your position and then shows the video at a very slow speed. This reveals 

very clearly where there is even a very slight problem. He is then able to help you correct what he 

considers the most important issues. His advice is clear and easy to follow and he does it all without 

making you feel in any way inadequate. The feedback we have received from riders and audience is 

overwhelmingly positive. 



Big thank you to Witheridge Riding Club for organizing the Biomechanics clinic with Russell 

Guire, it was FAB FAB FAB well spent £65 so I have booked for the next one if he comes again. 

(Kiersten Sylvester - rider) 

Mine was fab as well. Certainly worth every penny! (Maggi Woodward - rider) 

It was fascinating & very easy to follow visually. Now to start schooling with eyes closed & no 

stirrups! (Beth Tiernan – audience) 

Russell is prepared to help everyone whatever your level. Whether it is us mere mortals or Tim Cheffings 

international event rider. In fact he is currently working with the Olympic Event team for Rio as well as 
Witheridge Riding Club!!! 

BD Team Quest, 28th May, Bicton College 
BD Team Quest members have again been out competing at Bicton College. Cool, Calm & Not Collected 

(Tamsin, Debbie, Beth & Emma) came 2nd, they missed out on winning by just 1.26%. The Withy 

Whoopsies were unfortunately down to 3 team members this time (Julia, Sally & Kerry) so the 

pressure was on, they finished 5th. Well done to all! 

 

STOP PRESS 

Dressage to Music 30th May 2016 at Kingston Mauward  
 
They’ve done it again! Carol Luxton and Foxy and Sharon Routley and Holly have won the Pairs Dressage 

to Music Qualifier yesterday.  

 
We couldn’t have asked for a better day than we have just had. We won the pairs with a score of 

82.3% highest percentage of the day. So Bury here we come!! Sharon came 2nd and I came 3rd in the 

individuals too. The first placed rider, Lucy Swan, beat us by only a small margin. So we are both very 

very happy. We have also be selected to represent Devon at this year’s charity event in September for 

Hannah Francis and the Willbourgh Wonder Pony. So really pleased with ourselves today.  

Carol  

 

 

 

 

Riding club sweatshirts, rugby shirts etc can be purchased from  

Maritime Motifs 
Southley Road (opposite bottom end of pannier market and Market Vets) 

South Molton 

EX36 4BL    

T: 01769 572 727 

 

 Rugby shirt : motif on left chest and on right sleeve - £23  

 Polo shirt unisex or ladies : motif left chest and right sleeve - £14 

 Hoody: motif left chest and large lettering on back  - 

 £22 Regatta Dover jacket waterproof with fleece lining: motif left chest and large lettering on 

back - £37 

 

All items are good quality and come in a range of colours. 

Sizing: it is best to call in and see her and payment to be made to her direct. 
 

  

http://www.192.com/places/ex/ex36-4/ex36-4bl/


What’s coming up? 

 
Competitions 
 
Fri June 10th  WRC Dressage competition – members only in Paxtons’ field 

Sat Jun 18th  WRC Show Jumping competition – members only in Paxtons’ 

field 

Sat July 16th  WRC Dressage competition – members only in Paxtons’ field 

Fri July 22nd  WRC Show Jumping competition – members only in Paxtons’ 

field 

Sun July 31st  Combined Training Show – Paxtons’ field  

 
The first of our summer shows is next Friday evening. We have chosen to offer a mix of BD and Horse 

Trials tests so that those going to the area competition can practice their tests. The following weekend 

is the first of the show jumping shows. There will be classes for people who only want to jump small 

jumps and there is usually a 1 metre class at the end if there is enough interest. Schedule has already 

been sent out and is available on the club website. 

 

We have chosen to run only 2 of each dressage and show jumping in the first instance since experience 

tells us that at least one will need to be postponed due to the weather. At the end of July there is an 

open Combined Training competition which we tried to run last year but were beaten by the weather. 

We are also hoping to plan a Trec taster day later in the year. 

 

Don’t forget that we are running the RoR (Retraining of Racehorses) Riding Club Challenge at our summer 

competitions.  It is a points based system for horses registered with RoR (see their website 

ror.org.uk).  You get 1 point for just turning up, there is a rosette for the highest placed racehorse at 

each competition, and a trophy at the end of the season for the one with most points through the year. 

We don't seem to have many ex racehorses in our Club (although there were three out of four in the 

first group at the XC clinic yesterday) so it's well worth registering and notifying competition organisers 

of your registration number on your entries. 

 
Directions to the Paxton's Field, Rackenford, EX16 8EF (by kind permission of the Paxton 

family) Grid ref: SS8479220007 

From Tiverton - Take the A361 (North Devon Link Road) and turn left at the turning for “Rackenford, 

Templeton & Loxbeare” (Stonelands Cross), approximately 7 miles from Tiverton.   Turn right at T 

junction and continue for approx. 2.5 miles, past village of Rackenford on your left.  Turn right for 

Knowstone and Molland and field is ahead. 

From South Molton – Take the A361 and turn right at Knowstone Picnic Area (Moortown Cross), turn 

immediately left for Rackenford and follow this road for 2 miles, the show site is on the left, on a sharp 

right hand bend.From Rackenford village, take the road towards Rose Ash past the Working Mens 

Club.  Turn right for Knowstone and Molland and field is ahead. 

 

 

 

Training programme summer 2016 

 
We have already held a XCountry session with Michael van Houben at Southcott on Monday May 30th. 

Have a look at the photos on our Facebook page. 

 

Show Jumping training with Michael van Houben  
We have two dates on offer for show jumping training to be held in the Paxtons family’s field, (weather 

permitting). Tuesday May 24th has already taken place and Wednesday June 15th is already filling up. 
Both sessions are run by Michael van Houben, an experienced eventer and fantastic teacher! 

Sessions will run from 4pm onwards. 

Please book via juliabeggs@operamail.com, stating your preferred time and rough ability.  All welcome. 

 

  

mailto:juliabeggs@operamail.com


Flatwork/dressage with Judith Kitchen 
Judith Kitchen BHSII, who specialises in teaching flatwork, will be the trainer at our three evening 

dressage clinics in the Paxtons' field this summer on 

Tuesday 7 June – in time to practice before the show! 

Monday 20 June 

Tuesday 5 July 

The cost will be £10 for a group of three or four and £15 for two.  Please book with Caroline Lowes on 

caroline@dlowes.com - unless you have a hotmail email address, in which case call me on 01884 860663 

(do leave a message if there's no reply please).  Let me know what level you are working at 

(intro/prelim/novice/elementary) and if you could manage a time before 6pm. 

 

X-Country training at Downe Farm Event Centre  
For those who have not yet seen it, Downe Farm now has a purpose built, large, outdoor X-Country 

training area with jumps from tiny logs to BE Intermediate level. There are ditches, steps and water. See 

more details on Downe Farm Event Centre on Facebook and their website. 

 

Thursday July 21st Training with Tim Cheffings 

£30 per horse, minimum 3 horses in a group. If group is 3 horses then an hour is sufficient time, if group 

is 4/5/6 horses then session would be 1.5hrs.  

 
Training with Mary Baillie at Downe Farm  

Sessions cost £15 per horse for hire of the course. Mary’s fee for the session is £45 for an hour and a 

half to be split between the group of 3 or 4 riders. Several dates in July and August tba. 

 

These can be booked with Ros Fisher-Smith at fishersmith@eclipse.co.uk after June 17th. Details will be 

sent out again on the 17th – I am away until then. 

 

Dressage to Music July/August with Debs Squires at Beechdale House, West Anstey 
Debs is an experienced dressage to music rider having won the BRC pairs dressage to music national 

championships on more than one occasion. She has also qualified for the final this year as an individual 

and rides ‘normal’ dressage. She also trained the Quadrille team last year and prepared Carol and Sharon 

for the recent qualifier in which they scored 82.3%.   

There will be 2 sessions. In the first you will work on a test at Prelim level that you will have been sent 

beforehand. In the session you will work in groups on putting this to music. Those who want to continue 

to a second session will be able to bring their own test and music to work with Debs in a group. Advice 

will be given in the first session as to where and how to purchase this. 

 

Flatwork/dressage with Irene Perrett at Drayford (Witheridge)  
Saturday 20th August, Wednesday 31st August and Saturday 17th September 

For riders and/or horses at any stage of training or experience. Irene has an outdoor surface and 

wonderful mirrors so that you can see how you are riding. Book with Tamsin from July 1st  

 

And …. 
We also plan to repeat the successful Poles for the nervous and gridwork with Mary Baillie at a new venue 

later in the summer. Details will be sent nearer the time. In the autumn we are planning a repeat of the 

very successful Riding to Music with Michael van Houben and the Dressage with poles and in-hand 

sessions with Karen Whiston. See reports for a description of how these went when they came this 

spring.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Items for the next newsletter, please send to Ros Fisher-Smith fishersmith@eclipse.co.uk  
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Wellbeck Dressage Results 
 

 

PRELIM   2   (2016)   Sections  (a) & (b) 

RIDER HORSE SEC (a) SCORE % RES SEC 

(b) 

SCORE % RES 

Sally Hyde Newtown 

PG 

yes 187 64.48 1st     

Tamsin 

O'Connor 

Le'Han yes 176 60.69 2nd     

Ros Fisher-

Smith 

Zee yes 166.5 57.41 3rd     

Sophie 

Marshall 

Roxie     yes 192.5 66.38 1st 

Kim Dart Jaysans     yes 182 62.76 2nd 

 

PRELIM   18   (2002)       WSDDC   QUALIFIER      OPEN 

RIDER HORSE SCORE % RESULT QUALIFIED 

Tamsin O'Connor Mellway Silver Sheen 173.5 72.29 1st yes 

Dan May Wodiena K 166.5 69.38 2nd yes 

Caroline Lowes Galway View 162.5 67.71 3rd yes 

Sophie Marshall Roxie 161 67.08 4th  

Kim Dart Jaysans 160 66.67 5th  

Sally Hyde Newtown PG 155.5 64.79 6th  

Marianne Holton Fiddler 154.5 64.38   

 

NOVICE   24   (2010)     Sections  (a) & (b) 

RIDER HORSE SEC 

(b) 

SCORE % RESULT 

Tamsin O'Connor Mavericks Cape Caracus yes 178.5 68.65 1st 

Caroline Lowes Galway View yes 176.5 67.88 2nd 

Lisa Manley Only I Will yes 175.5 67.5 3rd 

Di Sealey Dantsky yes 174.5 67.12 4th 

Dan May Wodiena K yes 173.5 66.73 5th 

Amanda Martin Smith It's Quiztime yes 168.5 64.81 6th 

Pauline Sandland Stowbrook Topaz yes 168 64.62  

Catherine Milward Titch yes 160.5 61.73  

Marianne Holton Fiddler yes 157 60.38  

 

 

INTRO   A  (2008)    OPEN 

RIDER HORSE SCORE % RESULT 

Ros Fisher-Smith   Zee 162 70.43 1st 

Tamsin O'Connor Le'Han 153 66.53 2nd 

NOVICE   27   (2007)       WSDDC   QUALIFIER      OPEN 

RIDER HORSE SCORE % RESULT QUALIFIED 

Tamsin O'Connor Mellway Silver Sheen 206 73.57 1st yes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Di Sealey Dantsky 198 70.71 2nd yes 

Lisa Manley Only I Will 193.5 69.11 3rd yes 

Judith Kitchen Wodiena K 193 68.93 4th  

Amanda Martin Smith It's Quiztime 191.5 68.39 5th  

Catherine Milward Titch 188.5 67.32 6th  

Pauline Sandland  Stowbrook Topaz 184.5 65.89   

ELEMENTARY   42   (2008)     OPEN 

RIDER HORSE SCORE % RESULT 

Tamsin O'Connor Mavericks Cape Caracus 218 68.13 1st 

Judith Kitchen Wodiena K 217 67.81 2nd 



Downe Farm Dressage Results 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Class 1 Walk & Trot Pairs 

  

%   Place  

Sally Watts Sky 66.19 

 

54 

 

1st 

 Alf Broadhead Bob 

    

  

   Class 2 Introductory B 

  

a b %(a) % (b)   Place 

(a) 

Place 

(b) 

Mary Paxton Minnie a   66.74   66 1st   

Hermione Perry Kati a   66.09   66 2nd   

Sally Watts Sky a   63.91   64 3rd   

Gina Curtis Dylan a   51.74   55 4th   

Sally Hyde Newtown Pg   b   65.87 68   1st 

Sophie Marshall Roxie   b   64.13 65   2nd 

Ros Fisher-

Smith 

Zee   b   61.96 63   3rd 

Kerry Sleep Paddy   b   61.52 62   4th 

  

 Class 3 Prelim 4 

  
a b %(a) % (b)   Place 

(a) 

Place 

(b) 

Mary Paxton Minnie a   67.27   54 1st   

Kiersten Silvester Puzzle a   62.27   52 2nd   

Alf Broadhead Bob a   58.86   49 3rd   

Debbie Dyke Democrat   68.64 56 1st 

Sally Hyde Newtown 

Pg 

b 67.50 54 2nd 

Ros Fisher-

Smith 

Zee b 66.14 54 3rd 

Sophie Marshall Roxie b 65.23 53 4th 

Hermione Perry Lia b 64.55 52 5th 

 

  

  

 Class 4 Pick a Test 

  
N28 E42 %(a)   Place  

Lisa Manley Only I Will N28   67.08 54 1st 

Anne Plume Wottie   E42 62.97 50 2nd 

Debbie Dyke Democrat N28   62.92 50 3rd 

Anne Plume Wottie N28   62.50 50 4th 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


