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WELCOME to the first newsletter of 2019. We have decided that since so much 

information now goes out on Facebook and the website we will, from this year, reduce 

the number of newsletters to 2 a year. 

Following the AGM, we have some new members on the committee. Verena Blyth has 
taken over from Maggi Woodward as Treasurer. Teresa Sparks has taken over from 

Tamsin O’Connor as Webmaster and is keen to organise some club visits. Both of these 
are relatively new members having joined in 2017. It is great to have new people 

bringing new ideas. Also joining the committee are Nicky Day who many of you will know 
as a very active member of the training group last year. Finally, Kim Gough, has joined 
the committee. She also was on the training group and brings to the committee 

experience and enthusiasm for showing – watch out for our showing show this summer. 
 

 
WELCOME TO NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS  

Anna Ames, Fiona Bentley, Claire Binding, Steve Bolt, Natasha Brent, Ella Crook (J), 
Anna Dalby, Karen Dalby, Abigail Findley (J), Victoria Fishlock, Jodie Floyd (J), Emma 
Forward, Lynn Gordon, Katherine Govier,  Jan Hamilton, Lauren Howard, Lyndsey 

Hudson, Michelle Jeffrey, Katie Kingsland, Dan May, Leah Rawlings (J), Cindy Rawson, 
Samantha Simmons, Kerry Sleep, Sarah Small, Cozzy Soncini (J), Sarah Tancock, 

Charlotte Underhill, Fiona Weddon (J), Charlotte Woollacott 

 

Dates for the Spring and early Summer WRC events in blue, training in red and 

other in black 

 

 Sunday 7th April Flatwork training with Louise Hutchinson, Mill Barton 

 Sunday 14th April Dressage competition Downe Farm  

 Sunday 21st April XC at Southcott, Winkleigh with Erica Oldham  

 Sunday 13th May Show Jumping with Erica Oldham  

 May 26th Pimms and Prosecco Fun Ride, Exmoor 

 27th May Area 12 Dressage to Music tbc 

 May 31st Show jumping competition, Paxtons’ field   

 June 9th Area 12 Horse Trials Bicton 

 Sunday June 16th Combined Training Area Championships,  Paxtons’ field  

 Monday 8th July XC at Bicton with Mary Baillie  

 July 13th Area 12 Summer show jumping KSEC 

 Friday July 12th Combined Challenge Competition Moortown Barton 

 Friday pm July 19th Jump training Competition, Paxtons’ field  

 11th August Showing Show Paxtons’ field  

 17th August  SWW Regional Championships Hartpury  

 Monday 19th August BBQ Mill Barton, Witheridge 

 



A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN, CAROLINE LOWES The clocks have just 

changed and the weather looks good to me, though the Met Office says "confidence is 

low" for the end of April/beginning of May!  No doubt we will all survive and take our 

horses' rugs off full time.  The high spot for me, and our eventing members, is when we 

move the jumps back to the Paxtons' wonderful old turf and set up a dressage arena 

there.  We are so lucky to have the use of this field near Rackenford. 

On 16 June, we will be running a Combined Training competition for Area 12 in the 
Paxtons' field, following the last minute cancellation (due to dangerous gales) of the Area 

Qualifier we were all set to run on 10 March.  I am sorry to say that, yet again, I must 
ask for your help in running this competition.  I hope that the list of helpers I had for 

March will be happy to do the same in June, though obviously there will be some 
changes…..  It should be much easier to run as it will be on home territory! 
I hope you all have a happy and fulfilling summer and look forward to seeing you at WRC 

events. 
 
AGM Thursday 21st February  

We had a good turnout for the AGM: several long term members but also some new 

ones. This year we returned to the Rugby Club in South Molton which is an excellent 

venue – space, quiet and a bar! Julie Reed did the catering and there was a lovely spread 

which was much appreciated by everyone. The business of the meeting lasted an hour. 

This included a review from our president, Vanessa Cheffings, reports from the chairman, 

the treasurer, membership, and training groups. The new committee members were 

welcomed and we said farewell to those standing down: Demelza Barnes, Annie Bear, 

Tamsin O’Connor and Maggi Woodward. I am sure we will see the first three around but 

we were sorry to say goodbye to our treasurer, Maggi Woodward, who has moved up 

country to be nearer her family. At the meeting our chairman, Caroline Lowes, 

announced that this would be her last year as chairman. So, all members, do think about 

who you would like to be chairman or consider whether you would like to take on the 

role. 

An important part of the AGM is to listen to views of members to help with future 

planning. Following discussion, it was decided that we would not organise camp next 

year as interest has waned recently and prices have increased significantly. The club’s 

involvement in the West Somerset and Devon Dressage Championship (WSDDC) was 

discussed. Members who had qualified last year had found the change of venue and 

schedule had spoiled the championships and it was decided not to re-enter if the 

championships were to be the same as 2018. In addition to the shows and training 

already booked there were requests for a beach ride (already taken place in March – 

thank you Sally Watts), a fun ride (arranged for May 26th – thank you Sarah Midwinter 

and Nikki Routledge), a bitting clinic, a visit to Tyler Bradshaw’s dressage yard and a 

talk by Piers Wilmott. Following suggestion from a member we shall also be investigating 

the possibility of having a mental health champion at competitions.  

In an attempt to encourage more members to come to the AGM we offered tickets for a 

grand draw. The £50 Mole Valley voucher went to Ros Fisher-Smith, and 2 vouchers of 

£25 each went to Alicia Balfour and Gillian Millman. The meeting closed at 8.30pm. We 

are considering allowing more time for socializing next year – chatting, having a drink 

and enjoying that lovely buffet! We hope to see you there next February. 



 

WINTER ACTIVITY 

 

 

It’s certainly been a better winter than last year and we have been able to get out for 

training and a couple of clear round competitions at Mill Barton since Christmas. 
 

Autumn was busy with a successful Day Camp at Downe Farm Event Centre, 
Witheridge on  
Saturday 6th October 2018. Members had three sessions over the day including flat 

work with Vanessa Cheffings, show jumping with Mary Baillie and XC with Tim 
Cheffings 

 

 
 

The Combined Training and Dressage Competition at Downe Farm Event 

Centre,  
Sunday October 14th (Full results on website www.witheridgerc.org ) was well 

supported. 
 

Well done to all and especially to class winners: Demelza Barnes, Sophie Marshall, 
Clare Wilson, Millie Bradley, Lisa Manley, Clare Wilson and Caroline Brimblecombe 
(SOVRC) 

 

http://www.witheridgerc.org/


Sunday 21st October at 2pm: Grand Prix dressage rider Louise Hutchinson gave a 
clinic and demo at Downe Farm Event Centre. About 40 of us turned up to watch Louise, at 
work with horses and pupils.  We saw seven horses being trained at different levels from a Novice 4yo to 
a Grand Prix horse.  Thank you to Debby Appleby and Jenny Lo-vel who brought their horses so we 
could watch them having a lesson but thanks most of all to Kiersten Silvester for organising the whole 
afternoon which ran without a hitch.   She had help from Sophie Marshall who managed the tea and 
cakes (much appreciated to warm us up). 

 
 

West Somerset and Devon Dressage Championships 2018 
Sunday 28th October, Kings Sedgemoor EC was rather a disappointment this year. It was 

not held as a separate competition but as part of the Area 12 championships. This meant 
that qualifiers were not allowed to ride in a warm up class. Also, members who had 
qualified for both Novice and Prelim had to choose to only ride in one championship class. 

These changes resulted in one or two WRC qualifiers deciding not ride. Those that did, 
found they had very long waits between their classes. To date, accurate results have not 

yet been published. 
 
Following discussion at the AGM, it was decided that Witheridge would not enter the 

championships this year as the arrangements have not changed. 
 

 

 
2018 ended with about 30 members and enjoying a lovely Christmas Dinner at 
The Mount Pleasant, Nomansland on Tuesday 4th December.  

 

 
It was a disappointment that the Area Combined Training on March 10th had to be 

cancelled on the morning due to very high winds. It is a lot of work preparing for the 

event and it is such a shame that it had to be cancelled. You can see from the photos 

below why there was really no choice. 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 



EVENTS FOR THE SUMMER 

 
April 14th Easter Dressage at Downe Farm – first competition of 2019 

Despite the cold wind, we had a good day of dressage at Cheffings’. Poor Rowena Ball 

who, with Sophie, had done all the work organizing the competition, caught a nasty 

chest infection just before the event and was unable to come along. Huge thanks go to 

Ros Bolt, Helen Goff, Kiersten Silvester and Teresa Sparks who stood in to cover at the 

last minute. 35 tests were ridden from Intro to Novice. Congratulations to class 

winners: Sian Brown, Fiona Weddon, Pru McNulty, Sarah Tancock – prelim and novice, 

Katherine Govier (Full results on website www.witheridgerc.org ) 

 

 
May 26th Pimms and Prosecco Fun Ride, Exmoor 
Sarah Midwinter and Nikki Routledge are planning a fabulous fun ride for members 

over Exmoor. It will start at the Haddon Hill carpark above Bampton. It is a lovely 
scenic ride with good going. If you are thinking of coming, please make sure you 

Sarah know so that we can inform the Park Authorities of possible numbers 
sarah_home@midwinterkoval.co.uk 

 
May 31st Show jumping competition, Paxtons’ field  

This will follow the normal pattern of our members only jumping competitions with 
heights to suit everyone. 

 
Sunday June 16th Combined Training Area Championships,  Paxtons’ field  
Due to the cancellation of the Combined Training in March, we are running a 

competition to replace it. This will be an Area Championships open to all Area 12 clubs 
to decide the regional team champions. It will be non-qualifying for the national 

championships. 
 
Friday pm July 12th Combined Challenge competition, Moortown Barton 

The combined challenge course will consist of 6-8 show jumps then going straight 
onto the cross country course to jump 8-10 cross country fences. Classes from 

60cm - 1m if numbers allow.  
 

Friday pm July 19th Jump training Competition, Paxtons’ field  

Like last year we will be running another training competition. Riders have a short 
group lesson over a course and then jump a competitive round. 

 

http://www.witheridgerc.org/
mailto:sarah_home@midwinterkoval.co.uk


11th August Showing Show Paxtons’ field  
Kim Gough will be running this competition. There will be in hand showing in the 

morning and ridden in the afternoon. She has planned some interesting classes such 
as a showing class for a dressage type horse; also perhaps a pairs class. 

 
Monday 19th August BBQ Mill Barton, Witheridge 
Caroline will be hosting the Bar-B-Q as in previous years. It’s a lovely social evening 

for members and their families and brave members can even have a swim in the 

heated pool. 

 

Paxtons’ field 

It won’t be long now before The Paxtons open their field for the club to use during 

the summer. Not only do we hold our shows and training there but members can 

use it provided they book with Mary Paxton in advance. Full details will be sent 

later. See photo below for the field all ready for use with club jumps and dressage 

arena in the distance. 

 

 

 

 

  



Thanks to everyone who has helped so far this year. We couldn’t do all 

this without you! 

Setting up the Combined Training on the Saturday afternoon 

Rowena, Sophie and her daughter 
Connie 

Mary Baillie 
Lisa Manley 
Helen Halpin 

Celia Bellamy 
Rose and Shaun Pepper 

Jillie Straker 
Tony and Jackie Stokes 
Caroline and David Lowes 

 
And many thanks to all of you who had given up their Sunday and were ready to help, with 

Special thanks to Anne Plume whose internet was down because of the wind and drove all the 
way to Pontispool in a gale only to find it cancelled! 

 
Emma-Jane Augur 
Mary Baillie 

Heidi Bates 
Annie Bear 

Verena Blyth 
Debbie Dyke 
Ros Fisher-Smith 

Helen Goff 
Frances King 

Caroline Lowes 
Gillian Millman 

Mary Paxton 
Jane Penfold 

Jane Phillips 
Anne Plume 

Sharon Routley 
Di Sealey 
Teresa Sparks 

Jackie Stokes 
Jillie Straker 

Maggi Woodward 

 

Downe Farm Dressage 

Setting up Saturday evening 

Sophie Marshall, 
 and her daughter Connie 
Hermione and Thomas Perry 

 
Sunday 

Mary Ballie 
Ros Bolt 
Sian Brown 

Carolyn Day 
Helen Goff 

Frances King 

Sophie Marshal, her daughter Connie 
with friend, Conor 
Tamsin O’Connor 

Kiersten Silvester 
Teresa Sparks 

Suzanne Willcox  
 

 

 



 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

Members will be sorry to hear that Kiersten Silvester’s Puzzle has been retired. She had been 

showing small signs of stiffness so, at 20, Kiersten decided it was time to retire her. The 

decision was hastened by the fact that Kiersten was facing an enforced break from riding for 

a while. Kiersten has had Puzzle for nine years and Kiersten says they have had great fun 

together. They have had a go at everything: dressage training and competition, day camps, 

fun rides, jump training with Mary Baillie and Trek. Puzzle is now spending the summer at 

home with Kiersten and thoroughly enjoying her retirement turned out with two Shetland 

ponies. 

 

 
 

Long standing members will have been sorry to hear of the death of Jen Peace. Jen had been 
an active horsewoman all her life competing at eventing and dressage. Brian and Jen Peace 

have been members of the riding club since its beginnings. Brian was club president for many 
years. Their farm, Willicroft, in Rackenford was the venue for many club shows and training. I 

always remember Jen at these shows dealing with the scores and giving out the results in her 
quiet way. Jen and Brian have continued to take an active interest in the Club, allowing us to 

store equipment at Willicroft and always happy to welcome members wanting to use their 
arena for training:  until very recently, Jen would always come up and say hello to 
visitors.  Even after she became too frail to walk, Brian would drive her up to the school on 

the quad bike to watch 5 minutes of a lesson. We all wish Brian well in this difficult time. 

 

Carolyn Day invites us to her Open charity show on Sunday 5 may at Tall Trees Arena, 

classes for all types of horses and ponies with prizes in all classes and championships. Show 

is to raise money for the Calvert Trust Exmoor which is an activity centre for people with 

disabilities and their families and carers. The schedule has been sent round to members 

already or contact Carolyn Day 07719904516 for a schedule. 



Anyone that would like to come and help on the day we need all the help we can get. Schedule 
is also on the Southwest Connemaras Facebook page and as the show is being run by Southwest 

Connemaras there are special rosettes in each class for pure or partbred registered ponies and 
a super championship for these prize winners. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TRAINING NEWS 

There have been a couple of changes to the training group for 2019: Sophie Marshall, Nicky 
Day and Amelia Green have been joined by Katherine Hayball and new member, Samantha 

Sanders.  
 

Training Committee Report 

In 2018 they organised flatwork with Louise Hutchinson, Liz Loader, Irene Perrett and Vanessa 
Cheffings; show jumping with Janet Ackner, Tim Cheffings and Mary Baillie; XC with Andrew 
Lovell and Mary Baillie. Most have been well supported. There was also a vet give a talk on 

Laminitis and a dressage demo by Louise Hutchinson. 
Training has already started for 2019 with 2 sessions on a horse simulator, flatwork show 

jumping and XC training already underway. 
 
The new group have just met last Friday. In addition to those sessions already in the pipeline 

and further sessions with Vanessa Cheffings and Irene Perrett, they are planning to use some 
new trainers and have some on the ground training in mind as well, including another visit to 

the horse simulator. 
 

 

TEAM NEWS 

Coming up over the summer: 
 

 27th May Area 12 Dressage to Music tbc 
 June 9th Area 12 Horse Trials Bicton 

 July 13th Area 12 Summer show jumping KSEC 
 17th August  SWW Regional Championships Hartpury  
 

These competitions are open to Senior and Junior members.  They are for individuals and / 

or teams of 4.  We can enter qualifying teams and / or non-qualifying teams (or individuals). 
The standard of competitors is usually very high and the jumping courses are always up to 

height, so you must be currently competing confidently at the appropriate level, particularly 
if part of a qualifying team. Schedules will be on the BRC Area 12 website at 
www.brcarea12.org.uk  and circulated by e-mail as and when they become available 

together with further details, but if you would like to take part as a team member please do 

http://www.brcarea12.org.uk/


register your interest in advance. Please check the BRC Handbook to check that you and 
your horse are eligible for the class you wish to compete in http://www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-

riding/british-riding-clubs/brc-handbook. 
  
Please note, if entering a qualifier: As well as the Area entry fee there is an additional BRC 
fee (preliminary entry fee) per class which is around £7.25/team member and 
£9.00/individual. Your horse must have up to date correct vaccinations.  You must be 

prepared to compete at the Championship should you qualify as part of a qualifying team, 
the club will help towards Championship entry fees and stabling but you need to pay your 

own fuel / transport fees. 
 

For every discipline where we enter a team to qualify, we must have a team manager. The 
role of team manager involves: 

1.   Circulating the schedule and inviting members who have experience in the 

relevant discipline to come forward.  
2.   In cases where there are more riders for a team than spaces, the team manager 

will ask riders to provide information as to previous experience and competition 
results.  
3.   Sorting entry forms and vaccination certificates and liaising with Maggi (club 

treasurer) about payment of fees. 
4.   Collecting any team colours from Caroline (club chairman). 

5.   Attending the Area Championships (qualifying competition for the National 
championships) and supporting the teams. 
6.   Sorting entries, booking stables, etc, if a team qualifies for the National 

Championships. 

Team managers can be members who want to be in a team or any member who would just 
like to be involved. Helen Goff, who was last year a non-riding member, acted as manager for 

the very successful Horse Trials teams. She went along with the teams to the Area qualifier 
but did not go to the National Championships. 

If you would like to be in a team or if you would like to support a team as team manager, 

please contact Jane Phillips janeephillips@tiscali.co.uk  

 

How did our teams do? 
 
BRC Arena Eventing 

This is a new BRC event on the competition calendar for 2018/19 for Senior and Junior teams 
and individuals. It takes place on a surface and consists of a course of show jumps immediately 

followed by cross country fences, and finishes with the last fence as a show jump – the joker 
fence, which is set 10cm higher than the rest of the course and must be jumped. There are a 

maximum of 20 jumping efforts, 9 show jumping, 10 XC elements and the joker SJ fence. The 
whole competition is timed and there is a set speed for an optimum time. There are classes at 
70cm, 80cm, 90cm and 100cm. 

 
 

Area 12 Arena Eventing qualifier at Bicton Arena on Saturday 24th / Sunday 25th 

November 2018. 

Due to a large number of entries this qualifier took place over two days. It proved to be a 
challenging course having had a large volume of rain and part of the course was flooded, 
particularly on the Saturday when some of the show jumps and XC jumps had water on landing 

and / or take off! Sarah Midwinter and Marley jumped on Saturday giving the team a great 
start with a clear round and just 6 time penalties. On Sunday one of the XC jumps was still 

sitting in water and was causing an awful lot of problems. However, the rest of the team also 
rode brilliant solid rounds – Rebecca Brown and Jimmi just had one SJ down but within the 

http://www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-riding/british-riding-clubs/brc-handbook
http://www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-riding/british-riding-clubs/brc-handbook
mailto:janeephillips@tiscali.co.uk


optimum time for 4 penalties, as did Nicky Day and Fred. Tamsin O’Connor and Cooper had a 
clear round with 2 time penalties. The team finished on a fantastic score of 10, and WON!!! 

They were the only team in the 80cm class to achieve 4 completed rounds and individually they 
all finished in the top 8 – Tamsin 3rd, Rebecca 4th, Nicky 7th and Sarah 8th. They qualified for 

the Championships at Aston-Le-Walls in March. A massive well done to them all! Witheridge 
also had another 80cm team originally but unfortunately this depleted just before the 
competition leaving Mary Coe to compete as an individual who finished with 16.4 penalties, so 

well done to her too for completing the tricky course. Huge thanks to Helen Goff for organising 
the teams! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
BRC Arena Eventing Championships at Aston-Le-Walls Equestrian Centre on Sunday 

10th March 2019. 
The team made the long journey to the wonderful complex at Aston-Le-Walls Equestrian 

Centre, Northamptonshire on this windy weekend to compete early on Sunday morning at the 
national Championship. Rebecca Brown and Jimmi were first to go and managed a clear round, 
just 5 seconds off the optimum time for 2 time penalties.  Nicky Day and Fred had an unlucky 

pole down in the SJ and a speedy round to finish with a few too-fast time penalties. Sarah 
Midwinter and Marley also had a clear round but did incur some time penalties.  Last to go, 

Tamsin O’Connor and Cooper had a lovely clear round in the exact same time as Rebecca for 2 
time penalties.  The scores were incredibly close and the team finished on a score of 13.6 to 
gain a very creditable 5th place out of 17 teams, bearing in mind that every team there had 

previously won at their own respective Area qualifier.  Rebecca and Tamsin also finished joint 
9th individually out of the 82 entries.  This is a great achievement and the first time this 

competition has been run.  It was a very exciting competition with the time penalties not being 
announced immediately. It was great for spectators too, being able to watch the whole course 
– the SJ took place in one arena and then after the first XC jump competitors moved straight 

on to the linked XC arena through the water and onto the rest of the XC elements, which 
included a ditch, slopes and a bank, and finally the joker SJ fence. Incidentally, all four horses 

had won different awards for their performance last year at our AGM recently. Huge 
congratulations to them all, very well deserved!! Many thanks to Witheridge Riding Club for 
paying the Championship entry fees and stabling. 
 

  



Riding club 2018 trophies 

Well done to all members who won a trophy at the AGM in February. You can read below 

some of the stories from members who won trophies. 

Trophy Winner Reason 

Minstrel Memorial Shield - 

Family Horse 

Greycroft Ronan 

(Carolyn Day) 

Competed at nearly all the riding club area 

events with either Carolyn or Nicky and was 

in the winning team for the Arena Eventing at 

Bicton! 

 

Prince Memorial Cup - 

Show Jumping Accumulator 
Ros Bolt with Ted Most points in 2018 clear round accumulator. 

ROR Trophy (not ours) 
Fair Duchess (Jane 

Phillips) 

 Awarded by RoR for most successful year at 

club shows 

WRC Ex-Racehorse Trophy 
Fair Duchess (Jane 

Phillips) 

Progressed lots and has got good results from 

her hard work!  

Roland Tong Trophy 

(Shield) - Riding Club 

Horse 

Bear Team stalwart for many years 

Volunteer of the Year Jillie Straker  Helped on several occasions during 2018 

Yartie Memorial Cup - 

Veteran 

Cooper (Tamsin 

O’Connor) 

 Despite his 18 years, Cooper continues to 

compete at all three disciplines   

Sandy Blight Shield - 

carrying on in adversity 
Louise Nash 

For getting back to riding after a serious 

illness. Also lost her horse Blue and has since 

brought a new, green horse out to compete. 
 

Stories behind the trophies 
 

Downe Farm Young Horse 
Jimmi (Rebecca 

Brown) 
Progressed very quickly to BE and teams  

 

Rebecca: My lovely little mare Jimmi (named after Jimmy Quinn who owns the Cappa Stud) 
came over from Ireland in May last year on her 5th birthday. She had a double clear in the 
RC area sj qualifier soon after and then was in the winning team and 3rd individually at the 

arena eventing qualifier in the autumn. She went to her 1st RC Champs recently at Aston Le 
walls and was 9th individually with a lovely double clear. I am very lucky to have found 

myself another amazing horse of a lifetime and was delighted that she was awarded the 
young horse trophy, thank you WRC.  

 

Members' Trophy Hermione Perry 
 A successful year having a go at most things 

after a long wait to find the right horse 

 

Hermione: I was absolutely thrilled and hugely surprised to win the Members Cup at the AGM. 
I am sure my gorgeous Denza deserves it for ‘having a go at everything’ far more than I do! I 
believe that variety is the key to a happy horse and the riding club is so good at offering lots 

of different activities. Even though just the thought of jumping makes me sick with nerves the 
good thing about being part of a club is that everyone is really supportive. Denza had only ever 

been showing when I bought him (and hadn’t done much of that) so I have been on a mission 
to make him fitter and his life a bit more fun-filled. I think just dressage to music and Trec are 
left on his bucket list now (as well as lots of polos...) 
  



 

Georgina Bowman 

Memorial Cup - Most 

Improved Eventer 

Sarah Midwinter 

with Marley 

Success in clubs teams during the season and 

overcoming nerves and being really brave 

 

Sarah: I was thrilled that Marley won most improved eventer trophy at the AGM, although, in 

fairness, she has always been more than capable, I just had to learn how to ride her, in all 3 

phases.  Easier said that done, my previous eventing experience having been on flighty TBs, 

most of which I had enjoyed in spite of never mastering the dressage phase.  However, the 

last one I owned was a bit unpredictable and he managed to unship me at every single event 

we ever entered, resulting in a huge loss of nerve, as well as quite a few injuries. Change of 

horse to Irish X TB seemed a safer option, but it meant learning a whole new way of riding, 

as anyone who has ridden both types will know.  From the start, it was a joy to have a horse 

who would settle to dressage and is a non-spooky jumper (and to come through the xc 

finishing flags still on board), but it has been a very long, slow process, and it took me a long 

time to really enjoy the xc phase again and finally kick on enough to ditch those pesky time 

faults! We could not have done it without the help of ace trainer Mary Baillie, who came with 

me to look at Marley, convinced me to buy her, and has taught us patiently and cheerfully 

over the years. Many thanks to her, and WRC for the trophy.  

 

 

 

 

Rhysnant Grey Queen 

Challenge Cup - Dressage 
Kim Dart 

Placed at BD area festival finals and wildcard 

to championship 

 

Kim: I was very pleased and surprised to receive the dressage trophy.   In fact, it hasn’t been 

our most productive year 2018.  The Beast from the East curtailed any winter competitions we 
aimed at then with three weeks solid lambing and six weeks Basic Payment forms we were a 

bit slow getting started.  We had the added problem of trying to find a bit that suited Bubbles.  
She has always gone nicely in a Happy Mouth Mullen mouth with the two little nuggles in the 
middle but due to unscrupulous people tampering with the nylon bit, both BD and BE made this 

otherwise very kind bit illegal.  Finding another bit that wasn’t metal, wasn’t too thick or too 
bendy has proved a challenge. 
  



We went down to Duchy College in August for the Pet Plan Area Festival. Our first class was 
8.05am so we left at 4.30am in the pouring rain.  When we got there the arena was flooded 

and it was still pouring.  Luckily my Irish bog pony didn’t mind the floods unlike some of the 
very smart warm blood horses who had clearly never seen puddles before and she splashed 

through the water like she was having a day’s hunting on Molland Moor!  We were 6th in this 
class, the Novice Bronze.   
Our next class, Prelim Silver, was at 5pm by which time the rain had stopped and the sun had 

come out.  We were tenth in this class so we qualified for the semi finals at Bicton by the skin 
of our teeth. 

Bicton, by contrast, was held in glorious sunshine in September.  Bubbles did a lovely test in 
the Prelim Silver to finish 7th but, still suffering from bitting problems, decided to turn into a 
giraffe in the Novice Bronze the next day so was only 18th.  The first 3 or 4 qualify for the 

Championships at Hartpury in April 2019 so it looked like we had missed that opportunity.  
However, a month ago, we found that we had been given a wild card for the Prelim Silver.  I 

decided to enter for the championships despite the fact that they fell at the end of the third 
week of lambing so Bubbles would have had very little preparation. 
We went last weekend (6th April) and had a great time.  We arrived on the Friday afternoon 

(Gill Bolt came with me and was a great support) and settled in having worked her in the indoor 
arena first alongside enormous horses doing all sorts of fancy moves!  We attended the gala 

performance on the Friday evening which hosted a Freestyle to Music Grand Prix and a 
Masterclass which was very interesting.  We were up at 6am the following morning for the 

arena walk where Bubbles was very jolly.  Her test was at 1pm so we had plenty of time for 
shopping and relaxing in the morning and we were able to watch several tests as there were 
45 in our class.  Bubbles came out very relaxed.  She did a lovely little test, very calm and 

rhythmical but not quite elevated enough compared to some of the smarter horses so she was 
a creditable 25th out of 45.  I was very pleased as there were none of the problems we had 

encountered earlier on in the season due to the fact that we had at last found a bit that she 
was happy with. 
It was an amazing experience to be part of this Championship and a real privilege to be part of 

a competition where some of the top riders in the country were also competing.  There are not 
many sports where true amateurs are competing at the same venue as the top competitors in 

the country. 
 
 

 

Riding club sweatshirts, rugby shirts etc Don’t forget you can order WRC embroidered 

hoodies, polo shirts and jackets from Margaret at Maritime Motifs South Molton tel. 01769 

572727 or e-mail maritime-motifs@hotmail.co.uk Orders can be payed by BACS or credit card 

and can be posted direct. 

Dressage to Music CDs 

Following the DTM training session last year we have available CDs with associated Prelim test 
that members can borrow. The CD has music by Mantovani with walk, trot and canter 
movements. The CD was purchased from Sapphire Sounds who are a good source of music for 

dressage. Contact Ros Fisher-Smith if you want to borrow a CD stating whether your horse’s 
paces are similar to a 15hh or 16hh. 

 
 
 

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter. Any items of 

interest for the next newsletter please send to Ros Fisher-Smith at 

fishersmith@eclipse.co.uk 
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