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WELCOME to the second newsletter of 2019. We have tried to summarise all that we 

have done over the past 4-5 months of the summer and give you an overview of what 

is to come over the winter.  

The most important thing right now is that, from February 2020, your club has no 

chairman. This is an important role but not necessarily an arduous one. Please do think 

about whether you, or someone you know, could take this on for a year or two. 

Also, please see the next page for important information about your insurance. We 

have been asked to clarify exactly what a member is covered for with their BRC 

insurance. 

  

PRESIDENT: Vanessa Cheffings                                          
COMMITTEE 

Chair 
Caroline Lowes  01884 860663  caroline@dlowes.com 
Treasurer 
Verena Blyth  01363 866997  weenie_blyth@hotmail.com  
Secretary 
Ros Fisher-Smith 01398 341799  wrc2014secretary@gmail.com  
 
Mary Baillie  01884 881323  kmarybaillie@gmail.com  
Nicky Day  07809 262218  nickyday917@hotmail.co.uk    
Kim Gough  07709 420260  richard.kim1529@btinternet.com  
Sophie Marshall  07532 185416  stephenmarshall200@btinternet.com 
Jane Phillips  01884 881512  janeephillips@tiscali.co.uk  

Di Sealey  07977 463075  d.sealey075@btinternet.com  
Cindy Somerville 07939 510085  cindy.somerville@metoffice.gov.uk  
Teresa Sparks  07860 960560  sparks.sons@btinternet.com  

Team Co-ordinator: Jane Phillips  01884 881512  janeephillips@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Area 12 show jumping team  Sian Brown  sian@westwilsonfarm.co.uk   07713 597502 

Area 12 Horse Trials   tbc 

Area 12 Winter Dressage   tbc 

Area 12 DTM    tbc 
 
Training group: 

Nicky Day  nickyday917@hotmail.co.uk   07809 262218 
Amelia Green  mielegreen@hotmail.co.uk  01363 866828 
Katherine Hayball  kathrine971@btinternet.co.   07510 317525 
Sophie Marshall  stephenmarshall200@btinternet.com   07532 185416 

Samantha Sanders sammi-sanders@hotmail.com  07502 299387  
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BRC Insurance Cover 

WRC is affiliated to British Riding Clubs and therefore has liability cover via the 
insurance provided by South Essex Insurance Brokers Ltd to The British Horse 

Society. This insurance provides public liability cover ONLY whilst participating in 
activities organised by an affiliated riding club. Travel to and from activities is 
EXCLUDED. Members are NOT INSURED outside affiliated riding club activities, e.g. 

hacking out independently or competing at a non-riding club event. Public liability 
cover gives you protection against legal expenses and compensation claims if someone 

claims against you because they suffered an accidental injury or property damage 
because of your horse while at a riding club event 

PLEASE NOTE: Property and Personal Accident Cover is NOT INCLUDED in the 
insurance provided with riding club membership. Members are advised that they should 

have their own public liability insurance and personal accident cover.  

 
WELCOME TO NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS  

Mel Andrews, Monica Ashton, Maisie Atkinson, Steve Barrett, Ella Bewes, Amy Bird, 
Debs Blakes, Angharad Cressy, Naomi Dekker, Sharn Gove, Kevin Govier, Amy Harris, 

Sarah Haynes, Sara Jenn, Vikki Maddox, Jennifer McGeever, Kim McNeil, Catherine 
Milward,  Alex Mobbs, Claire Owen, Helen Parkin, Olivia Stuckey, Victoria Simpson,  

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN, CAROLINE LOWES  

I hope you have all had a good summer and fun with your horses.  We have had some 

fairly extreme weather (blame Donald Trump!) which always makes keeping horses more 
interesting.  Even today, as I write, we're having really hot sunny spells interrupted by 
torrential rain showers.  On Sunday, David and I were completely saturated up in the 

Blackdowns clearing up the tapes guiding the route for the Taunton Vale fun ride, whilst 
the people who did the ride earlier had no rain, and nor did those manning the 

start/finish.  On Saturday afternoon at Pontispool Horse Trials, Rebecca Brown was 
winning her 80 section on baked hard ground, but as I drove away after dressage writing 
on Monday morning, the heavens opened at last - I was glad I wasn't on the cross 

country course then. 
Meanwhile, I have had a bit of a change with our own horses.  I sold my homebred Boris, 

who was ideally a bit big for me, and lovely Noel, the ex-racehorse, has gone to 
Tamsin.  Stella (Boris' mum) had to galvanise herself into action to become a Riding Club 
horse again, which she did with her usual aplomb, but I still wanted a bit of excitement, 

so have procured Bob, a totally green ex racehorse, my new “blank canvas" - watch this 
space……. 

Huge congratulations to our 80 show jumping team (Zoe Boyles, Carolyn Day, Nicky Day 
and Carol Luxton) who came 3rd in the national championships at Lincoln.  It was a huge 
effort to get there and we are delighted they did so well. 

I'm still hoping we have a new Chairman waiting in the wings.  You can do as much or 
as little as you like - Ros, as Secretary, is the one who does all the work - I just turn up 

at things and have fun, with lots of support from the Committee, and go to the occasional 
Area 12 meeting.   Do please call me if you want any information at all: 01884 860663.   
 

Caroline Lowes 

http://www.bhs.org.uk/Riding/British_Riding_Clubs.aspx
http://www.seib.co.uk/
http://www.bhs.org.uk/
http://www.bhs.org.uk/


EVENTS FOR THE AUTUMN & WINTER 

We have a busy couple of months training coming up in October and November, 
hopefully before the weather gets too bad. There is a date booked for a dressage 

competition at Downe Farm on November 24th. The schedule will be out shortly but 
keep the date. There are 2 dressage team events coming up. Entries are already in 
for the Novice dressage but there is still time to enter the Senior Intermediate. 

Christmas dinner is booked again at the Mount Pleasant in Nomansland on December 
3rd. We hope to see plenty of you there. 

 
 

 
 

 

Dates for the Autumn and Winter WRC events in blue, training in red and other 

in black 

Sunday, October 6  Area 12 Novice Winter Dressage KSEC  

Sunday, October 6  Flatwork with Louise Hutchinson 10:00am  

Sunday, October 13  X-Country with Mary Baillie 2:00 – 5:00pm 

Sunday, October 20  Flatwork with Louise Hutchinson Mill Barton 10:00am 

Saturday, November 9  Arena XC with Mary Baillie  Pontispool Equine Sports Centre 

Sunday, November 10  Flatwork with Louise Hutchinson 10:00am Mill Barton 

Saturday, November 16  Flatwork with Louise Hutchinson 10:00am Mill Barton 

Sunday 17th November Area 12 Senior Intermediate Winter Dressage KSEC 

Sunday, November 24  Autumn Dressage at Downe Farm 

Tuesday December 3rd  Christmas Dinner Mount Pleasant Nomansland   

TBA Easter Dressage at Downe Farm 

TBA Bitting clinic with Charlotte Warman 

TBA January 2020 Talk from Lizzie Kelly Jockey 

 
The Riding Club AGM will be held at the South Molton Rugby Club towards the end of 
February. We do hope to see lots of you there. We hope to use Julie Reed again for the 

catering after the fabulous spread she laid on last year and there will be a cash bar. 
The business part of the meeting does not take long and it is a nice social occasion for 

a winter’s evening.  

https://maps.google.com/?cid=13196375641483094386
https://maps.google.com/?q=Mill+Barton&ftid=0x486db6e5f6a9e39d:0xd003ca0ba8587db0
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WHAT HAVE WE DONE THIS SUMMER? 
 

It’s been a busy summer with plenty of training and fun members’ competitions. The 
weather has been fairly kind with the exception of this weekend (last in September) 

which has resulted in the cancellation of the Day Camp. You can also read below about 
some of our members’ individual successes as well as team exploits. 

 

May 26th Pimms and Prosecco Fun Ride, Exmoor 
 

Sarah Midwinter and Nikki Routledge created a wonderful low key event suitable for 
green horses and new combinations plus a chance for members to ride out over some 
new ground. 

There were two lengths of ride on offer, Greg and I managed both, with a welcome glass 
of prosecco in between. The route consisted of mainly woodland and moorland tracks 

with minimal roadwork and took in the wonderful scenery around Wimbleball Lake. 
Unfortunately, the weather was not on our side that day but that did not dampen our 
spirits and the Exmoor ponies made welcome company. Riders set off in pairs and small 

groups with the faster members starting first to minimise overtaking.  
 

 
 

For me personally, I am so grateful to Sarah & Nikki, for not only creating an interesting, 
beautifully scenic route with varied terrain but for the calm atmosphere that enabled me 
to take Sid on our very first fun ride with others safely – an experience I shall always 

remember fondly! 
Teresa Sparks 

 

  



Paxtons’ field 

What would the summer be without having permission to use the lovely field owned by 
the Paxton family and part of their working farm? We are so lucky to have this facility to 

use for our events and training. Members are reminded to make sure they look after the 
field while at an event and help clear up after use so that the Paxtons’ sheep can get 

back to tending the grass for us!  
 

 
 

May 31st pm Show jumping competition, Paxtons’ field  
A small group of members took part in this Friday afternoon competition. Classes ranged 
from 60cms to 100cms. Mary Paxton won the 60cms class on Minnie; Catherine Shere 

had first place in the 70cms class with Delilah; and Jane Phillips won both the 90 and 
100cms classes with her retrained racehorse, Fair Duchess. 

 
Sunday June 16th Combined Training Area Championships, Paxtons’ field  
After the Area championship and qualifier at Pontispool was blown away and therefore 

cancelled, the club agreed to run a non-qualifying competition on grass in the spring. 
The weather meant that this was also postponed until June. Sadly, we then had to cancel 

this through lack of entries. Hopefully, this competition will go more smoothly next year. 
As a large BRC affiliated riding club we have the responsibility of running one area 
championship and qualifier each year. This can be a useful money spinner for the club 

but is also a lot of work so very disappointing when it is cancelled. 
 

Piers Willmott Talk at Mill Barton on Wednesday, 10 July, 2019 
On Wednesday, Piers Willmott, who practises Horse Osteopathy, Cranial Osteopathy and 
Myofascial Relief, gave a talk to sixteen of us.  He explained his work, the combination 

of long years of study, experience and instinct which leads him to treat a horse in a 
holistic way, and told plenty of amusing anecdotes along the way.  The audience was so 

enthralled that they were still chatting to him after three hours!  We have sent £55 to 
the Devon Air Ambulance as a result of everyone's donations. 
Caroline Lowes 

 
Friday pm July 12th Combined Challenge competition, Moortown Barton 

Nicky Day organised a fun and informal Combined Challenge at Moortown Cross.  There 
were three classes, at 70, 80 and 90cm, in which we jumped a course of 9 show jumps 

and went straight on to 9 cross-country fences all in the same field, which made it more 
enclosed and not too daunting.  There were no falls (so our Paramedic had a restful time) 
and lots of smiling faces. Huge thanks to Nicky and her great bunch of helpers who put 

in the work to make this event such a happy evening. 
 



Friday pm July 19th Jump Training Competition, Paxtons’ field  
10 members enjoyed a gloriously sunny Friday afternoon at the Paxtons’ field. Caroline 

Lowes, Jane Hayes, Sarah Midwinter, Rebecca Brown, Debs Blakes, Helen Parkin, Anna 
Ames, Mary Paxton, Connie Isaac and Jane Phillips were coached by Mary Baillie and 

then had a fun show jumping round putting it all into practice. It was a fun and friendly 
event. Everyone went home with a rosette and a smile (oh – and homework!). Many 
thanks to both Mary Paxton for the venue and Mary Baillie for teaching, and to Di Sealy 

for helping me organise. 
Jane Phillips  

 
Monday 19th August BBQ Mill Barton, Witheridge 
Again Caroline and David Lowes hosted a Bar-B-Que for members with friends and 

family. It was a great chance to catch up with friends and, for those brave enough, to 
swim in the heated outdoor pool. As usual the burgers (veggie and meat) were very 

tasty and desserts delicious. 
 

 
 

 

Open Dressage - Paxtons’ Field, Rackenford on Friday, 23 August, 2019 
 

On Friday 23rd August the WRC Show Jumping Team ran an Open Dressage Event at the 
Paxtons' Field, to raise funds for their transport to the championships in Lincoln. This 

was a successful event with 34 entries for the dressage, with great results all round, as 
well as lots of entries for the clear round jumping too. A cake sale was also taking place 
for the duration – thank you to all the donations from WRC members – this was sold out 

by the end of the evening.  We had a few tack stalls too with varying success, but all 
round was a successful evening with a great variety of events to get involved in. The 

raffle offered some lovely prizes donated by the team, which were won by various 
competitors and helpers on the night. 
 

Fundraising events are always stressful when there is an end goal to be achieved, but 
the team managed to raise over £500 which partially funded their transport to the 

championships. The team would like to thank all their helpers on the night as well as the 
competitors who made the event such a lovely friendly affair that ran smoothly. We 
would also like to thank Irene Perrett and Carolyn Day, our friendly dressage 

judges, their writers and all of the stewards who helped on the day! 
 

Congratulations to Intro winners Helen Govier with Marvin and Victoria Vaux with Boris. 
Well done to Prelim winners Victoria and Boris again and Tamsin O’Connor with Galway 

View. And finally very well done to Rose Pepper and Cos for winning the Novice class. 
This event was greatly supported by members and non-members, all of whom had lovely 
things to say about the event. They would also like to encourage other members to get 

involved with qualifying teams, as these are great opportunities that are sociable and 
enjoyable for all! 

Nicky Day 



1st September Showing Show Paxtons’ field  
 

The day started early for the organisers and Cliff Richard Catering.  Luckily the sun shone 
all day and the gentle breeze ensured that everyone kept cool and competitors and their 

mounts did not get hot and bothered. 32 horses attended, with owners/members from 
WRC and other local BRCs.  47 in-hand classes were entered and 32 ridden classes giving 
the judges some difficult decisions to make.  There was also a Handy Pony Ring and a 

Clear Round Jumping Ring. 
The In-hand judge, Lorna Norris, who runs the successful Oakfield Showing Shows series 

at Codden Hill Equestrian Centre near Barnstaple and breeds Welsh Section A ponies at 
her stud near Black Dog, had some large classes to judge.  Largest was the Prettiest 
Mare/Filly class which had 9 forward and was won by Claire Owen’s Kannoodle with 

Verena Blyth’s Kilnamona Countess a close second.   
 The Championship was a huge class with 12 coming forward and was eventually won by 

Claire Owen’s beautiful 3 year old bay filly Kannoodle who moved beautifully round the 
ring.  The Reserve Champion was Pam Wills’ very smart coloured cob, Thunder 
Flash.  This super gelding was judge, Lorna Norris’ ‘take home’ horse of the show.   

The afternoon Ridden section was judged by Jess Talbot of Peasedown Stud, who breeds 
Welsh and Part Welsh ponies.  Although still relatively young, Jess is very well known on 

the showing circuit, riding and producing professionally full-time, and she says she was 
riding ponies before she could walk.  So far this year Jess has qualified two ponies for 

the Mountain and Moorland ridden finals at Horse of the Year Show: her mum Helen’s 
young Dales gelding and a black Shetland pony stallion.  Jess has also qualified for the 
Mountain and Moorland WHP finals at Horse of the Year Show this year with a young 

Connemara pony. The first two classes of the day, Best Combination and Novice, were 
very well attended with 5 and 6 horses forward.  The Best Combination was won by 

Tamsin O’Connor on Galway View.  Tamsin and Galway View had an amazing day with 
three firsts and a second in the ridden classes.  The novice class was won by Connie 
Isaac on Micoh. 

 
The Ridden Championship saw fewer horses forward as it had been a long day and some 

horses were showing signs of being tired and their owners made the sensible decision to 
leave.    The eventual Ridden Champion was the Veteran Class winner, Stella, ridden by 
WRC Chairman Caroline Lowes with Connie Isaac and Micoh in Reserve.  Judge, Jess 

Talbot, commented that Caroline and Stella improved greatly during the ridden classes 
in the afternoon and Stella came into the Championship bright and enthusiastic. 
Kim Gough 
 

 



 

Thanks to everyone who has helped so far this year. We couldn’t do all 

this without you! 

 
Fun Ride 
Sarah Midwinter and Nikki Routledge who 

organised it all 
Gillian Millman,  

Jackie and Tony Stokes,  
Kiersten Silvester  
Nikki’s partner Fred. 

 
 

SJ show 31/5/19 
 
Mary Baillie,  

Cindy Somerville and her mum,  
Caroline Lowes,  

Tamsin O’Connor,  
Gillian Millman,  
Mary Paxton,  

Catherine Shere, 
 Demelza Barnes,  

Jane Phillips 
 

 
Combined Training 
 

Although the competition never ran helpers 
kept the dates free and even had to set up 

arenas that were never used.  
 
Lisa Manley, Jane Phillips, Cindy 

Somerville, Rowena Ball and Sophie 
Marshall Lisa Manley, Pip Dalby, Frances 

King, Gillian Millman, Jackie and Tony 
Stokes, Sarah Midwinter, Louise Nash, 
Anne Plume 

 
 

 
 
 

Combined Challenge 
Mary Baillie 

Caroline Lowes 
Helen Halpin  
Rebecca Brown 

Kim Dart 
Gillian Millman 

Katherine Govier 
Monica Ashton 
Emma Jane Auger  

Jennie Dallas  
Frances King  

 

Open Dressage 

Amelia   Green,  

Sharon Routley,  
Carol  Luxton, 

Carolyn Day,  
Frances King,  
Zoe Boyles,  

Sue Boyles,  
Jenny Hayes,  

Anne Plume,  
Monica Ashton,  
Nicly Day 
 

Showing  Show 

Mary Baillie, Sophie Marshall and Caroline 

Lowes plus many of Kim’s non WRC friends  

 

 

 

  



 
 

TRAINING NEWS 

Training group: Nicky Day, Amelia Green, Kathrine Hayball Sophie Marshall and Sam Sanders  
 

Over the past few months we have had lots of successful show jumping and cross country 
sessions at Moortown Equestrian near Knowstone with Andrew Lovell. We had lots of great 

feedback about Andrew – he is great for giving confidence, as well as coaching those that are 
more experienced. We also had lots of good feedback about Moortown – it proved really 
useful to have both the show jumps and cross country fences within the same vicinity to allow 

people to have very beneficial sessions being coached over both types of fences. Moortown 
are continuing to develop their facilities and are in the process of adding ditches, water and 

steps so we hope to continue our sessions there in the New Year once these features have 
been added. We will continue to use Andrew over the winter months and hope to run some 
show jumping sessions with him on a surface.  

 
Again, as always, Tim’s sessions proved popular at Downe Farm for the show jumping and 

were fully booked in a short space of time. We will be arranging some more sessions with Tim 
at Downe Farm over the winter for both show jumping and arena cross country to make use 
of his great facilities and excellent knowledge.  

 
Louise Hutchingson’s dressage sessions have been popular and will be continuing through the 

winter at Caroline’s school, Mill Barton.  
 
To keep our training varied we will be organising some grid work and pole work sessions at 

Tina and Alan Dames near Stoodleigh, as well as some jumping lessons at Mill Barton tailored 
for those with less experience or those lacking confidence.  

 
Pontispool proved popular earlier in the year so we have organised another session on the 
course before the winter closure – this is already booked up so has a wait list. We also have 

an arena session at Pontispool to continue the cross country schooling over the winter and to 
practice in anticipation for the FOTH held there early next year. A number of these arena 

sessions will be held over the winter.  
 
We have also held a number of show jumping sessions at the field with Erica Oldham – again, 

we had good feedback from members about her and will continue to make use of her 
knowledge over the winter and into next year. We will also aim to try some new venues over 

the winter such as Coxleigh Barton, as well as holding a session in the arena at Bicton too.  
 

Next year we will continue to make use of the trainers we have – everyone has positive 
things to say about Mary, Louise and Andrew, so we will continue to use their knowledge, as 
well as trying new instructors over the course of next year. We will continue to use our local 

facilities too – Downe Farm, Pontispool, Bicton, Moortown and the members’ venues kindly 
loaned to us by Caroline and David Lowes at Mill Barton and field belonging to Mary and Andy 

Paxton.  
 
If anyone has any suggestions of instructors and/or venues do get in touch with Nicky  

 

And a note from new training group member, Kathrine Hayball: 

I am new on the training committee this summer, and was very keen to organise some 

sessions that suited all abilities. Luckily enough when I contacted Downe Farm we managed 
to grab Tim Cheffings for 2 outdoor SJ Lessons.  I thought it would be good to also do some 
flatwork indoors simultaneously!!!  



OK, so that was a challenge in itself, Tim’s lessons booked up very quickly and we had 4 
hours of great lessons in the sunshine.  At the last minute Tim had to compete on the Bank 

Holiday Monday and Mary Baille was so kind to step in and take the lessons. Everyone had a 
fab lesson with her, and Carolyn and Zoe had a good practice for their upcoming 

Championships. 

The flatwork was a bit tricky to fill, but still had two hours each time with the very capable 

Alice Hill. Her approach to flatwork is not purely dressage, but setting tasks with poles etc to 
work on. She even succeeded in getting me working on canter poles on Ellen’s (my 

daughter)’s horse.  Anne Plume did some great basic work on her lovely young horse, who 
settled very quickly. Greg and Helen also had a serious work out on a very hot day. 

Thanks for everyone for turning up promptly!!  

For the autumn the training committee is planning lots and I am organising some beginners 

jumping sessions, so please keep an eye on your emails.  

Thank you 

Katherine Hayball (and Bangle of course) 

 

Training dates already booked: 

 

Sunday, October 6  Flatwork with Louise Hutchinson Mill Barton  starting 10:00am  

Sunday, October 13  X-Country with Mary Baillie 2:00 – 5:00pm 

Sunday, October 20  Flatwork with Louise Hutchinson Mill Barton starting 10:00am 

Saturday, November 9  Arena XC with Mary Baillie  Pontispool Equine Sports Centre 

Sunday, November 10  Flatwork with Louise Hutchinson starting 10:00am Mill Barton 

Saturday, November 16  Flatwork with Louise Hutchinson starting 10:00am Mill Barton 

 

We also hope to be able to continue the Thursday afternoon sessions with Mary Baillie 

at Mill Barton once the jumps have been moved to their winter location. 

 

Unfortunately Sam from our training committee hasn’t the time for the commitment needed for the 
training committee so we are on the hunt for a new member!  
The training committee are the team responsible for putting on all of the training events throughout the 
year – this is both mounted and unmounted for those non-riding members. Your responsibilities would 
include attending committee meetings (we generally try and get together around 3 or 4 times a year) and 
organising training events – this includes contacting instructors and venues, arranging a suitable time, 
liaising with members who want to take part, arranging payment and sending out times – this sounds like a 
lot, however, once you’ve organised one you’ll want to do more! But don’t worry, as there are five of us you 
wouldn’t have to organise too many over the year. You don’t have to be a competitive person – we try to 
have a varied committee so we have a variety of training events and you will organise what you feel happy 
with! Communication is key in a role as this is to ensure no clashing of dates and to try and have a wide 
variety of dates and times to try and suit all members (bear in mind that this will never be possible!!!!).  
If this sounds like something you would like to get involved with please email Nicky – 
nickyday917@hotmail.co.uk – or drop her a text 07809 262218  

  

https://maps.google.com/?cid=13196375641483094386
https://maps.google.com/?q=Mill+Barton&ftid=0x486db6e5f6a9e39d:0xd003ca0ba8587db0
https://maps.google.com/?q=Mill+Barton&ftid=0x486db6e5f6a9e39d:0xd003ca0ba8587db0
mailto:nickyday917@hotmail.co.uk


MEMBERS’ NEWS 

 

Helen’s new horse 

It’s 12 months since I had a mid-life crisis and 

bought a new horse.  Fergie popped up in a 

Facebook advert from Irene Perrett and I don’t 

know what happened but something made me 

message Irene and ask if he might suit me.  Up 

until that moment, I had no intention of getting 

another horse, I had retired Sula 2 years before at 

25 years old and she was living alongside Hula, her 

elderly companion pony with Cushings who came 

from World Horse Welfare.  I enjoyed looking after 

/ pandering to my old girls needs and thought I was 

fulfilled … Fergie changed all that.  I had 

confidence that Irene wouldn’t let me buy an 

unsuitable horse and she and Melissa were very 

patient - letting me try him four times, it is such a 

big commitment I wasn’t prepared to make a quick 

decision but Irene’s words to me were “His worst is 

nowhere near as bad as Sula’s” so that gave me 

confidence and to cut a long story short, he joined 

the Goff family the day after my birthday last year. 

He has been a joy but I have found myself 

questioning my sanity and ability many times.  I 

think I underestimated the partnership Sula and I 

had and also that I had done very little riding / 

competing for 3-4 years, was nearly 20 years older 

and had forgotten how hard this riding lark is!  I 

have taken things very slowly as I want him to be 

my friend and to build a positive partnership but 

here we are a year on and I finally feel ready to 

push ourselves a little so watch out WRC (hope I 

don’t regret saying this).  Would like to thank 

everyone in WRC who has been supportive and to 

Melissa for trusting me with her boy and also to 

Cameron Beer who gave me a confidence boost 

when I needed it and to Mike for letting another 

man into my life.  Mostly though, thank you to my 

old baggage Sula who I lost in May after 18 years 

together of mostly great memories and to Fergie, 

you have big hooves to fill but are doing a great job 

so far.   

Helen Goff 

 

 
 

 

 

Fun ride newbies 

Having come to the decision (reluctantly) to retire from competing. William and me getting too 

old!  I have enjoyed my lessons (thanks Tim!), and jumping at the Paxtons’ field (thanks Mary!) 

I was still thinking of our future, people suggested fun rides! So with trepidation me and 

William and Pip Dalby and Ellie set off to the Tiverton fun ride! Amazed at how many trailers 

were parked, we took a few deep breaths and set off. Ellie was convinced hounds would appear 

and was very excited! William found ‘off roading’ a bit tricky, however Pip and I managed to 



relax as we went round! Inspired, two weeks later we were off again! Silverton Hunt this time. 

Wow, we are hooked. Fab countryside! Perfect horses! Posed for photos too (thanks Cat Down!)  

 
I can see now why fun rides are so popular, and it just goes to show, you and your horse are 

never too old to learn new tricks!  

Lisa Manley 
 
 

Tim and Vanessa Cheffings at Blenheim 4* Horse Trials 

Downe farm took three horses to Blenheim horse trials. Legacy and Shannondale Coco were contesting the 

CCI**** long and Gaston the 8/9 year old CIC****short. Legacy (Kev) (see photos) was the star improving his 

dressage by ten marks over his last test at this level, he struggles with this phase being insecure and spooky. Kev 

is only 9 years old so we were thrilled with his xc round, just clipping a flag on a skinny corner towards the end 

of the 10min 40 sec course.  

 

 
Coco also did a PB in the dressage but for some reason she wasn’t on form xc. After a run out in the main 

arena Tim turned away from home to a fairly easy trakehner fence, Coco was hanging to home and because 

Tim was committed she slipped and they both disappeared into a seven foot deep ditch. Heart stopping for us 

watching but both emerged ok with some bruising.  



 
 

Tim still had to show jump Gaston (Brook) later that day, it was touch and go whether he would be fit enough 

but Brook jumped a lovely round, clipping the last fence for four and a few time. Kev passed the trot up next 

morning, Tim didn’t! The doctor did let him ride Brook xc and show jump Kev however.  Kev jumped really 

well, again just having the last fence, as there was only one clear round in the whole field we weren’t too 

disappointed. 

 

Brook hadn’t done his best dressage, the atmosphere got to him making him a little tense, so Tim was happy 

to coast him round his biggest track to date, a steady clear. Watch this space for an exciting season next year. 

 

Vanessa Cheffings 

 

 

Hello everyone from a new member! 

I'm very new to the Club but some of you have met me at events where I have 

helped out - the last one being Rackenford on 1st September. I particularly 

attended that one as Kiersten was showing her horse Puzzle and I had 

been lucky enough to hack out on Puzzle for Kiersten for about 6/7 months 

last year. I have to say how friendly I have found everyone and even though I 

don't have a horse of my own (I ride other people's), it's lovely being in the 

horsey crowd! 

 

I'm now riding another new member's horse with Di Sealey (Committee 

member) and thoroughly enjoying myself out at Poltimore. When Mel' is 

wanting to ride her own horse (these owners are SO demanding!! 😁), I ride 

Di's horse and she takes one of the smaller mounts. I should probably say at 

this point that I'm 6ft 1" so not easy to miss -- nor be put on a pony! 

Look forward to meeting more of you at future events. 

 

Kim McNeil 

 

  



Brief Connection (AKA Little Lily!) 
 
Following a deep digital flexor injury to our lovely pony Tiger Lily we were advised by a vet that we had 
three options for her. 

1) Become a field ornament 
2)Breed from her 
3)............ (not an option for our much loved  pony!)   

We decided that as she was a talented eventing pony, having competed at BS, BE Junior Novice Regional 
Finals and 1*, that we would breed from her. Tiger Lily is my daughter Philippa’s pony so she chose the 
stallion, whom she had been privileged to ride whilst a working pupil with Lucy Weigersma. She chose Brief 
Encounter for his lovely attitude and vey laid back attitude as the mare is quite sharp! 
 

 
 
Lily was born on June 23rd 2013 at 4.30am.All the family were there to watch her being born, a magical 
experience! She was so easy to manage and I cried buckets when we took her to be weaned with a friend’s 
foal at 7 months. As a mother of three I was devastated at the separation, Lily however was fine! On her 
return to us she spent the next 3 years with her mum and her new half-brother. Backing her at 4 years old 
was really easy as we did it all gradually and she didn’t put a foot wrong. We took her SJ and XC schooling 
with no glitches! She soon learnt that jumping is great fun and she loves XC. She has a lovely settled can do 
attitude. We were delighted when we started competing her at BE 80cm that she enjoyed all three 
disciplines. She has been placed in the top seven in three out of six events this season. She is now moving 
up to 90cm at Bovington  in October. We love her dearly but unfortunately the drawback for us is that she 
is only 14hh so she will be looking for a smaller rider rather than staying with us. 
Producing a home bred pony has been an unforgettable experience and we would recommend it. 
It certainly kept us busy! 
Alicia Balfour 

 

In August 2020, Carolyn Day is taking a minibus to Ireland for the Connemara Pony Breed 

Show. There are 4 places available if anyone is interested. Trip will leave Monday 17 August 

2020 from North Devon and travel over to Ireland from Pembroke to Rosslare on the ferry . 

The first night includes dinner and B and B at the hotel before we travel across Ireland on the 

Tuesday taking in a stud on the way and arriving in Clifden on the west coast where we stay 

B and B in the Station House Hotel. On Wednesday there are classes at.the showground and 

we will visit more ponies. Thursday and Friday is the show. Saturday is the sale in the mart of 

ponies. Sunday we will make our way back to Wexford for dinner bed and breakfast and 

return on the ferry on Monday 24 August. Anyone interested contact Carolyn Day 

07719904516. 

 



TEAM NEWS 

Coming up over the winter: 
 

We have three teams going to the Area Winter dressage at King’s Sedgemoor on October 6th – 
2 qualifying and 1 NQ plus three qualifying individuals. The intermediate winter dressage is 
coming up on November 17th.  We are looking for senior (18+) members to come forward to 

take a place in either the qualifying or non qualifying team. Classes range from Prelim to 
Advanced Medium. For those new to team competition, read the explanation below. 

 

These competitions are open to Senior and Junior members.  They are for individuals and / or teams 

of 4.  We can enter qualifying teams and / or non-qualifying teams (or individuals). The standard of 

competitors is usually very high and the jumping courses are always up to height, so you must be 

currently competing confidently at the appropriate level, particularly if part of a qualifying team. 

Schedules will be on the BRC Area 12 website at www.brcarea12.org.uk  and circulated by e-mail as 

and when they become available together with further details, but if you would like to take part as a 

team member please do register your interest in advance. Please check the BRC Handbook to check 

that you and your horse are eligible for the class you wish to compete 

in http://www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-riding/british-riding-clubs/brc-handbook. 

  
Please note, if entering a qualifier: As well as the Area entry fee there is an additional BRC fee 

(preliminary entry fee) per class which is around £7.25/team member and £9.00/individual. Your 

horse must have up to date correct vaccinations.  You must be prepared to compete at the 

Championship should you qualify as part of a qualifying team, the club will help towards 

Championship entry fees and stabling but you need to pay your own fuel / transport fees. 

 

Our teams have been very successful in the past as you can read below, However, for teams 
to run there needs to be a team manager. For each discipline where we enter a team to 

qualify, we must have a team manager.  

The role of team manager involves: 

1.   Circulating the schedule and inviting members who have experience in the relevant 

discipline to come forward.  
2.   In cases where there are more riders for a team than spaces, the team manager will ask 

riders to provide information as to previous experience and competition results.  
3.   Sorting entry forms and vaccination certificates and liaising with Verena (club treasurer) 

about payment of fees. 
4.   Collecting any team colours from Teresa Sparks. 

5.   Attending the Area Championships (qualifying competition for the National 

championships) and supporting the teams. These are held within our area. 
6.   Sorting entries, booking stables, etc, if a team qualifies for the National Championships. 

Team managers can be members who want to be in a team or any member who would just like 

to be involved. Helen Goff, who was last year a non-riding member, acted as manager for the 

very successful Horse Trials teams. She went along with the teams to the Area qualifier but did 
not go to the National Championships. 

If you would like to be in a team or if you would like to support a team as team manager, 

please contact Jane Phillips janeephillips@tiscali.co.uk  

How did our teams do this summer? 

Area Dressage to Music Qualifier King’s Sedgemoor May 27th 2019 

I was the only person from Witheridge to go to the Dressage to Music Qualifier with Fred. 
There were a lot of people competing and some wonderful routines and music. Fred and i 

rode to the Harry Potter Music. He did a lovely calm test and we finished a good second. First 
place was a worthy winner with over 70%. We were competing at Novice level but you can 
compete from Prelim to Advanced Medium. Why not give it a go next year? If you need any 

help get in touch. There are various places to get music ready and the club has a ready-made 
test and music at prelim for members to borrow – so get practising. 

 
Carolyn Day (you can contact Carolyn through the riding club email.) 

http://www.brcarea12.org.uk/
http://www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-riding/british-riding-clubs/brc-handbook
mailto:janeephillips@tiscali.co.uk


 

Area Horse Trials June 9th Bicton Arena 
Our members did really well at the Area Horse Trials at Bicton in early June.  We lacked 
quantity this year but made up for it in quality as everyone came home with at least one 

rosette.  The qualifying 80 team came 2nd, missing out on going to the championships by 
less than 4 penalties - so close!  Nicky Day and Greycroft Ronan were star performers, 

coming 2nd individually and Rebecca Brown with her young mare Rathmorrisey Ransom, a 
great 4th.  Mary Coe and North Astor Duke came home with 10th and Caroline Lowes with 
her homebred young horse Stellarello 12th, achieving their first ever double clear. 

In the 90, Zoe Boyles with Sam and Alex Barnett riding Puzzle came 11th in their 
sections.  Sharon Routley and Holly were 13th and this should have put them 6th as a team, 

with Daisy Waldron as 4th member.  However, the team was “deleted” by the scorer on the 
day so came home without their rosettes.  Luckily, team manager Helen Goff made a fuss to 
Area 12 and rosettes have rightly been received now.   

Helen Goff 

Area Show Jumping July 13th Kings Sedgemoor Equestrian Centre (KSEC) 
Congratulations to both our showjumping teams for flying the WRC flag successfully at the 

Area Showjumping on Saturday 13th. 

Our 80cm team of Carolyn Day, Carol Luxton, Zoe Boyles and Nicky Day won and so qualified 
for the championships at Hartpury, and our 90 team of Alex Barnett, Mary Coe and Samantha 

Englefield came 2nd.  Great results for the WRC again! See below for a report of the 80cm 
team’s successful visit to Lincoln for the championships 

BRC National Show Jumping Championships - Lincolnshire Showground (31 August 

- 1 September 2019) 
On the weekend of the 31st August, Witheridge Riding Club had a Senior 80 Team competing 
at the BRC National Championships in Lincoln. The team (Zoe Boyles, Nicky Day, Carolyn Day 

and Carol Luxton) qualified at King Sedgemoor earlier in the year (see above) where they 
finished 1st of the qualifying teams and 2nd overall, and made the 6 hour journey up to 

Lincoln to represent Area 12 and Witheridge nationally. They rode a great mix of horses - 
Carol on Foxy the cob, Carolyn on her Connemara, Fred, Zoe on her coloured, Robin and 
Nicky on her Irish Sports Horse, Sam - but all pulled it out the bag after 2 tough rounds and 

finished 3rd overall out of 21 teams, albeit with a pole here and there! The second round was 
challenging - lots of teams had riders retiring or eliminated due to the slippery conditions - 

but all of Witheridge completed and were pleased with their performance finishing on an 
overall total of 12 faults! All riders and horses enjoyed their weekend and would like to thank 
Witheridge RC for the opportunity and Paul Hulbert Transport for looking after their horses on 

the long journey! 
Nicky Day 

 
 

 
 

  



Dressage to Music CDs 
Following the DTM training session a few years ago we have available CDs with associated 

Prelim test that members can borrow. The CD has music by Mantovani with walk, trot and 
canter movements. The CD was purchased from Sapphire Sounds who are a good source of 

music for dressage. Contact Ros Fisher-Smith if you want to borrow a CD stating whether your 
horse’s paces are similar to a 15hh or 16hh. 
 

 
 

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter. Any items of 

interest for the next newsletter please send to Ros Fisher-Smith at 

fishersmith@eclipse.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:fishersmith@eclipse.co.uk

